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Today’s Meeting...

1 Review realities that prompted clustering and

our c¢clusterodos specific =c
i Describe our

U Process

U Priorities

U Options considered

U Recommendation

a Invite your comments and questions
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Current and Future
Societal Realities

Changing Demographics
Movement of population from urban to suburban communities
Declining Mass attendance

Financial Realities of Parishes

Fewer Priests
Future trends are downward
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Suburban Sprawl

1 Movement from the city to suburban and
rural areas.

u City churches & schools, rich in history and
built to hold hundreds, are now aging
buildings, many with low attendance.

1 Suburban churches and schools with growing
Catholic populations need larger buildings,
programs, and more staff.




Declining Mass Attendance

}  Over the last 45 years

Catholic Mass attendance Weekly Mass Attendance

has consistently declined 80%

60% \
1 Today only 29% of \_,\\
registered Catholics in the 40%

Cleveland Diocese regularly \
attend Sunday Mass 20%

0%

1 Far fewer people in the
Vatican Il and post - Vatican
Il generations believe a
serious obligation to attend

Mass
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o The primary area of revenue is the Offertory Collection.

1 The guideline offered by the International Catholic
Stewardship Conference is 5% of your income to your
parish, 1% to diocesan appeal, 4% to another favorite
charity.

o Catholics are among the lowest givers, averaging 1.2%
to their parish.

1 Parishes are experiencing dramatic increases in health
care costs, rising utility expenses, regular maintenance
costs, and the need for major capital improvements
(roofs, HVAC, parking lots)




